


Municipal, Panchayat polls will be a
blow to politics of blackmail: Priya
Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Sept 16: Terming
the announcement of the urban
local bodies and Panchayat elec-
tions, a right decision by the State
administration headed by
Governor Sat Pal Malik, BJP
State spokesperson and MLA
Priya Sethi said that it will help in
strengthening the democracy at
grass root level in the State.

She said that announcement of
polls is a befitting reply to region-
al parties, particularly PDP and
NC, which have always black-
mailed the Union Government on
non-issues and also to sepa-

ratists, anti India people, anti
development parties, who have
taken the people of Kashmir to
ransom and have time and again
exploited them for their vested
interests.

Unfortunate part is this that all
the regional political parties
including the NC and PDP have
always played a negative role in
the State, BJP State spokesperson
alleged. Sethi said by choosing not
to be part of democratic process,
these political outfits had estab-
lished that they are not only inimi-
cal to peace but also don’t want
youth of the State to become a part
of democratic process. 

One wonders as to how situa-
tion in Jammu and Kashmir stays
conducive enough to elect MLAs
and MPs but deteriorates when it
comes to empowering common
people to make them partners in
development.

Priya Sethi added that those
who will be elected will represent
their wards, work for their com-
munity and can give peace a
chance too. She said the decision
of holding polls will go a long way
in bringing the misguided youth of
Kashmir in the mainstream as
local representatives elected in
Municipal and Panchayat elec-
tions will play a key role in bridg-
ing the gap between administra-
tion and common man in the State.

“The representatives elected in
these polls will have complete liai-
son with people at gross root level
and will take the Government
schemes to the doorsteps of the
people”, Sethi added.

NPP emerging stronger in Jammu: Harsh
Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU/ SAMBA, Sept 16:
Urging upon the people of
Jammu region to vote and support
Panthers Party in the upcoming
elections of Local Bodies in the
state, party chairman and former
minister  Harsh Dev Singh  today
said that traditional political par-
ties including BJP and Congress
could not be the remedy for the
local issues and problems faced
by the people of the region. 

He said the NC and PDP had
amply demonstrated their prefer-
ence for Kashmir while persist-
ently disregarding the issues of
Jammu region and relegating it to
worse than second class status.
He said that repeated betrayals
with the Jammu cause by the said
parties had caused huge embitter-
ment amongst the people who
were desperately seeking an alter-
native and which could be provid-
ed by Panthers Party alone. 

Addressing public meetings
at Sumb in district Samba, Bahu
Fort Jammu (Ward No. 47) and
Sidhra (Ward No.71) in JMC
today, Harsh Dev said that ever
since the formation of Panthers
Party in 1982, it had relentlessly
fought against the discrimination
doled out to Jammu region by
successive State and Central
Govts while seeking equitable
treatment to all regions of the
state. And while parties like BJP
surrendered even their core fun-
damentals for the sake of power,

the political philosophy of NPP
leadership never underwent any
change despite ups and down and
upheavals in the political land-
scape of the state. 

"No allurements and offers of
power could lure the NPP leader-
ship which provided the highest
examples of probity and morality
in public life. Battered by storms,
the Panthers have emerged
stronger in Jammu region and are
capable to provide a viable alter-
native to the people of Jammu
region",  Singh said.

NPP is the only political party
of Jammu region which has been
recognized by Election
Commission of India. " Why
should our people run after those
parties who have too seek dicta-
tions from New Delhi or Kashmir
to open their mouth. And why
should we not support our own
regional party which has the
capacity to assume the mantle of
Dogra leadership. 

Why should we go with those
who belied our hopes, disgraced
us and caused the severest dent
upon our self pride and honour.
Give us one chance. We have the
capacity to confront the anti
Jammu parties. We shall over-
come and restore the lost glory
and pride of Dogra land",  Harsh
Dev asserted.

Ex-MLA Yash Paul Kundal,
Shiv Charan, Rajeshwar Singh,
Arun Khajuria, Basharat Ali,
Gagan Partap and   KK Sharma
also spoke on the occasion.

Various road projects launched in Nagrota
No compromise on state subject laws: Rana

Excelsior Correspondent

DANSAL, Sept 16:
National Conference
Provincial President
Devender Singh Rana today
asserted that the people of
Jammu and Kashmir will not

make any compromise with
state subject laws as these
relates with their rights, dig-
nity and identity.

'The issue is not only to
defend and protect state sub-
ject laws but the larger issue
is to identify fake state sub-
ject holders and to punish
them as per law for commit-
ting fraud with people of the
State in general and Jammu in
particular',  Rana said while
interacting with the people at
the launch of various presti-
gious projects of road net-
work and connectivity in the

constituency today.
He reiterated the commit-

ment of the National
Conference to offer any sacri-
fice for protecting this consti-
tutional proviso, and said that
every move to tinkering with
state subject laws will meet

peoples' stiff resistance.
Referring to launch of two

important road projects, Rana
lauded the people of Nagrota
for their urge for develop-
ment, saying this has been a
great source of inspiration for
him as their representative to
push and pursue the develop-
mental needs in right perspec-
tive for expeditious execution
and implementation of vari-
ous projects.

The MLA congratulated
the people on start of work on
15 kilometer road from
Jhajjar Kotli to Badsoo via
Chadali, involving a cost of
Rs 15 crore under CRF. The
road is designed to provide
connectivity to village Dansal
and adjoining area thus
improving the mobility. He
said road network assumes
greater significance in rural
areas, not only for the com-
muters but carrying on farm
activity as well. Similarly, he
said, the 3.5 kilometer road
from Urlani to Pali, including
a 28 meter span bridge at a
cost of Rs 8 crore will go a
long way in meeting the long
standing aspirations of the
people.

He said that the people of
Nagrota constituency were
craving for development,
which is why they had been
providing all necessary sup-

port in implementation of var-
ious programmes, aimed at
overall public good. He hoped
the synergised efforts by the
administration and the people
will manifest in fast track
development of the con-
stituency.             

He said development
forms core of the Nagrota
constituency, having potential
of expansion as a model hous-
ing extension in the close
vicinity of the capital city. He
said the constituency has all
the ingredients to grow as an
economic, academic and
sports hub, given its vast
potentialities in each sector.

Responding to various
issues listed by the people,
Rana said that he has already
sought better avenues of jobs
for local youth, being the pri-
mary stakeholders, in the
institutions like IIM and IIT
besides Jammu zoo. He said
he has been emphasisng on
earmarking a quota in subor-
dinate and support staff of
these institutions.

Rana assured the people
that he will highlight their
issues at every fora so that
their problems are mitigated
earnestly. 

Later, the Provincial
President chaired a meeting of
workers at Panchayat Kanyala
and exhorted them to reach
out to the people and project
their problem at appropriate
forum for redressal. On the
occasion large number of
youth, including Narayan
Dutt Sharma, Sunil Kumar,
Deepak Sharma, Vijay
Kumar, Pankaj Sharma,
Rajesh Kumar, Hitanshu
Jamwal, Deepak Sharma,
Neeraj Sharma, Jagdesh
Chander, Subash  Chander,
Jeevan Lal Sharma, Sudesh
Raina, Kiran Malhotra ,
Ramesh Chander and others
joined National Conference
and reposed their faith in the
policies and programme of
the party.

'Dawat-e-Awadh' commences
Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Sept 16: The
Awadhi Food Festival "Dawat-
e-Awadh" commenced at
Radisson Blu here.

Chef Pramod and Chef Sunil
have conjures heavenly culinary
delights across vegetarian and
non-vegetarian menus, offering
delectable starters, main course

and mouth-watering desserts.
This festival will provide the
perfect place for Jammuites to
gorge on some of the most
authentic and delectable
flavours from the land of
Awadh. This unique food festi-
val will provide a plethora of
traditional Awadhi dishes which
are made and presented in
Radisson Blu Jammu's signature
style.

Awadhi cuisines are native to
the City of Lucknow and is
famous for the art of cooking
over a slow fire. The richness of
Awadh cuisines lies not only in
the variety of cuisine but also in
the ingredients used like mutton,
cheese and rich spices.

The restaurant, Blu Pan, will
host the festival from today to
September 23. The menu prom-
ises to bring the exclusive

flavours of extravagant Awadhi
cuisine to your table. The spread
offers authentic and original
cuisines, with dishes cooked by
Executive Chef Roushan, Chef
Pramod and Chef Sunil.

The chefs work with hand-
picked spices to retain the
authenticity of the dishes. Some
of the specialties that are likely

to draw the
gourmet's atten-
tion are Galawat,
Pasanda, Shami
and Kakori
kebabs to the
main course con-
sisting Fawaid-e-
Akhrot, Aatish-e-
Phool, Badshahi
Tangri, Nihari
Gosht and Gosht
Shahinababi cou-
pled with a vari-
ety of breads
including the
Rare Sheermal

and Afghani Roti. Desserts
include a delightful spread of
Shahi Tukda, Banami Kheer,
Zafrani Kheer and Sewiyan Ka
Muzaffar amongst others. The
buffet spread will be available
for dinner from 7 pm onwards.

Speaking about the event,
General Manager CB Singh
said, "Dawat-e-Awadh" is a part
of the hotel's continuous efforts
to offer something special and
exciting to our esteemed guests,
making it a memorable experi-
ence for them. We want them to
taste the original preparations of
these dishes which have been
cooked meticulously by the
chefs".

This Festival is a complete
culinary journey and one gets
acquainted with the richness of
some of the most evocative
Awadhi dishes, he added.

NC Provincial President Devender Singh Rana interacting
with people in Dansal area on Sunday.
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Create conducive atmosphere for
ULBs, Panchayat polls: Balbir
Excelsior Correspondent

KATHUA, Sept 16: Member of
the Legislative Council (MLC) and
senior Congress leader Thakur
Balbir Singh today asked State
Government to create conducive
atmosphere for conducting free and
fair elections to the Urban Local
Bodies (ULBs) and Panchayats.

Singh said that it was responsi-
bility of the State authorities to
remove prevailing fear psychosis
among people of the State in gener-
al and Kashmir Valley in particular.

Addressing one day convention
of party workers at Kathua, organ-
ized by Block Congress Committee
(BCC) president Ravinder Pal
Singh Neetu, he said that Congress
was committed to strengthen dem-
ocratic institutions at the grass- root
level. 

"Credit for strengthening dem-
ocratic institutions across the coun-
try has gone to Congress party. Late
Rajiv Gandhi had introduced revo-

lutionary 73rd amendment in the
Indian Constitution to empower
Panchayati Raj Institutions in the
State", Singh recalled and added
that Congress will never hesitate to
participate in democratic process. 

"Our only apprehension is pre-
vailing law and order situation in
the Valley", he said and pointed
towards recent militant attacks in
Jammu region also.

Ridiculing BJP's attempt to
stake claim that ULBs and
Panchayat elections are going to be
held due to party's effort, Singh
said that BJP is notorious for
undermining sanctity of democrat-
ic institutions in the country. He
said that BJP was responsible for
depriving people of Jammu and
Kashmir of their legitimate demo-
cratic rights.

Singh regretted that BJP has
eroded and undermined all presti-
gious democratic institutions, be it
Assembly, Local Bodies or
Panchayati Raj Institutions. During
the convention many social
activists joined Congress.

Former MLA Girdhari Lal
Chalotra, Pankaj Dogra, Ravinder
Singh, Nirdosh Sharma, Karan
Sharma, Pankaj Sharma and others
also spoke on the occasion.

SC/ST Confed warns to
gherao Civil Sectt

Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Sept 16: In a meet-
ing at Srinagar today, All India
Confederation of SC/ST/OBCs
has asked the Government to
fulfil its demands soon else
Confederation activists will go
for gherao of Civil Secretariat
on Nov 6 (the day of its opening
in Jammu).

The meeting was chaired by
R.K Kalsotra, Confederation
President who counted demands
as reservation in promotions,
early disposal of scholarship
among poor students, adequate
funds under SCP/STP, toto

implementation of Mandal
Commission and new welfare
schemes for Safai Karamcharis.

He also allotted portfolios to
the new members which joined
the Confederation today.

A handout stated that G.R
Bania was made State Youth
Coordinator, Ch Saleem was
made student leader for
Budgam, Ch Adil was made
youth leader for Budgam, Mohd
Shafiq was made Tehsil
Secretary of the Confederation
for Charar-e-Sharief, Firdoz was
made Media Incharge and
Tahima was made Women Wing
Incharge for Pulwama. 

Rattandeep Singh Anand, Managing Director, Cygnett Asia
and other officials during the launch “Cygnett Pavilion”
Restaurant and “Reputations” Cafe Lounge. -Excelsior/Rakesh

Cygnett Park Asia launches ‘Cygnett Pavilion’
Restaurant, ‘Reputations’ Cafe Lounge

Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Sept 16: Cygnett
Park Asia launched today all day
dining Restaurant “Cygnett
Pavilion” & “Reputations” Cafe
Lounge for the elite of Jammu. 

The lavish breakfast and din-
ner buffets occupy the pride of
place in Cygnett Pavilion, offering
a taste of the local flavour as well
as the finest in global cuisine. Not
to be overwhelmed or overlooked,
the a la carte menu holds its own
with its carefully curated selection
of Indian, Oriental, Mediterranean
and European dishes. 

The dynamic character of
Cygnett Pavilion is reflected in its
choice of music that changes with
the moods of the day: light instru-
mentals in the mornings, jazz in
the afternoons and lively, foot-tap-
ping numbers in the evenings. For
the musically un-inclined, a 42
inches LCD playing the sports
event everyone cannot stop dis-
cussing or the current news,
stands in as a worthy replacement. 

The menu, fashioned to satisfy
the most exacting coffee aficiona-
dos and tea connoisseurs, contains
a variety of rare coffee blends and
specialty teas along with a selec-
tion of scrumptious fresh bakery
eats. The same will be now open
from 1100 hrs to 0300 where you
can relax after coming from the
office by having a cup of beans
coffee or a cup of Ice cream.

Rattandeep Singh Anand,
Managing Director and Hardeep
Singh Anand, Joint Managing

Director apprised that they along
with their team members have
put their best efforts and all their
experiences to set up the restau-
rant and to match the current
requirement of the elite visiting
the restaurant. 

The Restaurant was inaugu-
rated by Manjit Kour Anand,
who was all in tears while
remembering her husband, late
Harjinder Singh Anand, who
was the soul of Asia and under
whose able guidance the Hotel
reached new heights. 

Amit Kumar Sood, General
Manager, Cygnett Park Asia,

Jammu said that the guests visit-
ing the Restaurant will be able to
enjoy the tasty Menu of Chef
who has applied superb tech-
niques and combinations that
have stood the test of time. 

The Restaurant will offer an
appetizing and varied Breakfast
Buffet, Lunch Buffet & Dinner
Buffet options at very special
prices. There will be a treat to
the vegetarians on Tuesdays in
form of “Mast Mangal” a pure
vegetarian Dinner Buffet and on
Thursdays there will he
Cygnetture Dinner Buffet at
nominal prices as compared
with rest of the days. 

Cygnett Pavilion will be
soon coming up with special
offers for Ladies Kitty,
Corporate Lunches and Sunday
brunches. 

Senior Cong leader Raman Bhalla addressing party workers'
meeting at Kunjwani in Gandhi Nagar constituency on Sunday.

Panchayat, ULB polls opportunity
to teach lesson to BJP: Bhalla

Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Sept 16:
Describing Panchayat and Local
Bodies election a golden oppor-
tunity to teach lesson to BJP and
PDP, former Minister and senior
Congress leader Raman Bhalla
on Sunday said that grass-root
level democratic institutions are
pivotal for transformation of
rural areas in terms of develop-
ment. 

Addressing party workers  at
Langar and Kunjwani  in Gandhi
Nagar today, Bhalla exhorted
upon the cadre to gear up for
upcoming  Panchayat and
Municipality elections.  He  said
that participation of youth and
women is imperative for ensur-
ing their effective involvement
in decision making at local lev-
els. He exuded confidence that
the sagacious voters would elect
dedicated and public spirited
representatives who would
change the rural scenario by
their innovative ideas.

Accusing BJP PDP
Government for bringing
amendment with which the
Sarpanches were to be elected
by Panches, Bhalla said that it
was nothing but murder of
democracy for their own inter-

est. In the past when Congress-
NC Government was in power
they never ever thought to work
against the aspirations of the
common masses. "The Congress
NC Government had tried to
strengthen the Panchayati Raj in
the State by passing the Bill in
the Assembly as per the provi-
sions of 73rd amendment", he
said, adding, it has been their
endeavour to have transparency
in the system.

Taking sharp dig on previous
BJP PDP Government Bhalla
said that the BJP PDP remained
in power for more than 40
months and now being out of
power they are passing the buck
on amongst each other. He also
said that people of Jammu are
now fed up with their petty poli-
tics and will teach them a lesson
in forth coming elections.

Bhalla urged upon the
Governor's Administration to
ensure a congenial atmosphere
for elections to take place in
Jammu and Kashmir and elect a
Government of the people in the
state. The Governor and
Government of India will have
to ensure that the security sce-
nario be changed and law and
order is maintained so that we
can have elections , he added. 

Natrang stages play 'Bade Bhai Saheb' 
Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Sept 16: Theatre
group Natrang here today staged
the play 'Bade Bhai Saheb'
which was based on Munshi

Prem Chand's popular Hindi
story and was directed by Neeraj
Kant. 

The play 'Bade Bhai Saheb'
tells a story of relationship
between two brothers, both liv-
ing in a hostel to study. The
elder brother spends all his time

in reading and in serious studies
while the younger one is just
opposite and is more interested
in playing with friends.
However, the younger is scared
of his elder one and to please

him he poses that
he is in serious
studies. At the
end, the elder
brother tells his
younger one that
though their par-
ents might never
have gone to
school or read
even a single
book, it is their
experience of life
that makes them
educated.  

Artists who performed in the
play were Bhisham Gupta,
Shivam Singh, Sushant Singh
Charak, Zeeshan Haider, and
Sheetal Jhadhan. 

Supporting staff included
Neeraj Kant, Sushant Singh
Charak and Mohd Yaseen.

A chef showcasing the cuisines to be served
to the customers during "Dawat-e-Awadh"
fest.

A scene from the play 'Bade Bhai Saheb'
staged by Natrang at Jammu on Sunday.

* Watch video on 
www.excelsiornews.com


